Part 1: The Ancient Church (100-500)
Week 1: Fathers, Apologists & Polemicists

Problemsthat the Early Church Faced
1. Persecution (Jhn 15:18-20; 2 Tim. 3:12)
a. By ludaism
b. By the Roman government

2. Philosophical/ Theological Attacks (Acts20:29-30)

a. Philosophical attacksfromwithout
i. They areatheistsbecausethey don®worship visible gods
ii. They wereimmoral becauseworship wasdescribed as a Qove feastO
iii. They werecannibalssincethey drank blood and ate flesh
iv. They believed in absurd myths
v. They had anovel religion

b. Theological attacksfromwithin
i. FalseviewsoftheTrinity
ii. Falseviewsof Christ
iii. False Viewsof Salvation

The Response of the Early Church?
1. Apostolicfathers
a. Wrotepastoral letterstothechurcheson ethical and doctrinal issues
b. Orhetitle @ather of the churchGhas its origin in the use of the title ®ather,®
which was given to bishops, especially in the West, to express affectionate
loyalty. It was increasingly used from the third century on to describe the
orthodox championsof the church and exponentsof itsfaith.&
c. Examples:
i. TheLord@Teaching Through the Twelve Apostlesto the Nations (usually
call The Didache) b a manual of Christian life and worship written no
later than 120.
Chapter XIV. Christian Assembly on the Lord@Day
1. But every Lord® day do ye gather yourselves together, and break
bread, and give thanksgiving after having confessed your
transgressions, that your sacrifice may be pure. 2. But let noonethat is
at variance with his fellow come together with you, until they be
reconciled, that your sacrifice may not be profaned. 3. For this is that
which was spoken by the Lord: In every place and time offer to me a
pure sacrifice; for | am a great King, saith the Lord, and my name is
wonderful among the nations.

b. The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians Bwritten around 97 by
Clement of Rome (30-100), a companion of the Apostle Paul. If you want to
know how thechurch at Corinth turned out, read thisletter.

c. The Encyclical Epistle of the Church at Smyrnam Bwritten by the church
at Smyrnatoreport the martyrdom of Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna (65-155),
whowas adiscipleof the apostle John.

Chapter IX. Polycarp Refusesto Revile Christ
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Now, as Polycarp was entering into the stadium, there came to him a
voice from heaven, saying, (Be strong, and show thyself a man, O
Polycarp!ONo one saw who it was that spoke to him; but those of our
brethren who were present heard the voice. And as he was brought
forward, the tumult became great when they heard that Polycarp was
taken. And when he came near, the proconsul asked him whether he
was Polycarp. On his confessing that he was, the proconsul sought to
persuade him to deny Christ, saying, CHave respect to thy old age,O
and other similar things, according to their custom, such as, CGBwear by
the fortune of Caesar; repent, and say, Away with the Atheists.OBut
Polycarp, gazing with a stern countenance on all the multitude of the
wicked heathen then in the stadium, and waving his hand towards
them, while with groans he looked up to heaven, said, QAway with
the Atheists.OThen, the proconsul urging him, and saying, CBwear, and
I will set thee at liberty, reproach Christ;OPolycarp declared, CEighty
and six years have | served Him, and He never did me any injury: how
then can | blasphememy King and my Saviour?0

Chapter X. Polycarp Confesses Himself a Christian

And when the proconsul yet again pressed him, and said, OBwear by the
fortune of Caesar,Ohe answered, OSince thou art vainly urgent that, as
thou sayest, | should swear by the fortune of Caesar, and pretendest not
to know who and what | am, hear me declare with boldness, | am a
Christian. And if youwish to learnwhat the doctrinesof Christianity
are, appoint me a day, and thou shalt hear them.O The proconsul
replied, CPersuade the people.O But Polycarp said, OTo thee | have
thought it right to offer an account of my faith; for we are taught to
give all due honour (which entails no injury upon ourselves) to the
powers and authoritieswhich are ordained of God. But as for these, |
donot deem them worthy of receiving any account from me.O

Chapter XI. No Threats Have Any Effect on Polycarp

The proconsul then said to him, Q have wild beasts at hand; to these
will | cast thee, except thou repent.O But he answered, QCall them
then, for we are not accustomed to repent of what is good in order to
adopt that which isevil; and it iswell for me to bechanged from what
is evil to what is righteous.OBut again the proconsul said to him, Q
will cause thee to be consumed by fire, seeing thou despisest the wild
beasts, if thou wilt not repent.OBut Polycarp said, Orhou threatenest
me with fire which burneth for an hour, and after a little is
extinguished, but art ignorant of the fire of the coming judgment and of
eternal punishment, reserved for the ungodly. But why tarriest thou?
Bring forth what thouwilt.O

2. Apologists®
a  Answered the critics of Christians by defending Christianity to the Emperor:
Qwe arenot atheists, not athreat to the government; we are loyal subjectsO
b. Examples:
i. Quadratus, Bishop of Athens, Apology for the Christian Religion Bwritten
in 126 to Emperor Hadrian
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ii. Athenoragas, A Plea for the Christians Bwritten around 177 to Emperors
Marcus Aurelius and Commodus
Chapter 1V. The Christians are Not Atheists, But Acknowledge One
Only God

iii. ustin Martyr (110-165), First Apology B written around 150 to Emperor
AntoninusPius

3. Polemicists’
a. Dialoged/ debated non-Christiansin order toconvert them to Christianity
b. Examples
i. JJustinMartyr, Dialogwith Trypho
Chapter CXXXV. Christ is King of Israel, and Christians are the
Israelitic Race

And when Scripture says, @ am the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel,
who have made known Israel your King,Owill you not understand that
truly Christ isthe everlasting King? For you are aware that Jacob the
son of Isaacwasnever aking. And therefore Scripture again, explaining
tous, saysw hat king ismeant by Jacob and Israel: Gacob ismy Servant, |
will uphold Him; and Israel ismineElect, my soul shall receive Him. |
have given Him my Spirit; and He shall bring forth judgment to the
Gentiles. He shall not cry, and His voice shall not be heard without.
The bruised reed He shall not break, and the smoking flax He shall not
quench, until He shall bring forth judgment to victory. He shall shine,
and shall not be broken, until He set judgment on the earth. And in His
name shall the Gentiles trust.OThen is it Jacob the patriarch in whom
the Gentiles and yourselves shall trust? or is it not Christ? As,
therefore, Christ isthe Israel and the Jacob, even sowe, who have been
quarried out from the bowels of Christ, are the true Israelitic race. But
let usattend rather to the very word: @nd | will bring forth,OHe says,
®he seed out of Jacob, and out of lidah: and it shall inherit My holy
mountain; and Mine Elect and My servants shall possess the
inheritance, and shall dwell there; and thereshall befoldsof flocks in
the thicket, and the valley of Achor shall be a resting-place of cattle
for the people who have sought Me. But as for you, who forsake Me,
and forget My holy mountain, and prepare a table for demons, and fill
out drink for thedemon, | shall give you tothe sword. You shall all fall
with aslaughter; for | called you, and you hearkened not, and did evil
before me, and did choose that wherein | delighted not.OSuch are the
words of Scripture; understand, therefore, that the seed of Jacob now
referred to is something else, and not, as may be supposed, spoken of
your people. For it is not possible for the seed of Jacob to leave an
entrance for the descendants of Jacob, or for God to have accepted the
very same persons whom He had reproached with unfitness for the
inheritance, and promise it to them again; but as there the prophet
says, @.nd now, O house of Jacob, come and let uswalk in the light of
the Lord; for He has sent away His people, the house of Jacob, because
their land was full, as at the first, of soothsayers and divinations;O
even so it isnecessary for us here to observe that there are two seeds of
Jidah, and two races, as there are two houses of Jacob: the one begotten
by blood and flesh, theother by faith and the Spirit.
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ii. Irenaeusof Lyons(120-202), Against Heresies, written about 185
iii. Tertullian (150-230 - OThe Tertullian ProjectQ www .tertullian.org)
Brief Biography: Jrome, De Viris|llustribus, Chapter 53 (A.D. 392)°

1. Now finally Tertullian the presbyter is ranked first of the Latin
writers after Victor and Apollonius. He was from the province of
Africa, from the city of Carthage where his father was a proconsular
centurion.

2. A man of impetuoustemperament, hewas in hisprime in the reign of
the emperor Severus and Antoninus Caracalla, and he wrote many
workswhich | need not namesincethey arevery widely known.

3. At Concordia, atownin ltaly, | saw an old man named Paul, who said
that, when hewasstill avery young man, he had seen in Rome a very
old manwho had been secretary of blessed Cyprian and had reported to
him that Cyprian was accustomed never to pass aday without reading
Tertullian and would frequently say to him, "Hand me the master,”
meaning, of course, Tertullian.

4. This one was a preshbyter of the church until his middle year, but
later, because of the envy and reproaches of the clergy of the Roman
church, he had lapsed into Montanism, and he makes mention of the
new prophecy in many books.

5. In particular, he composed against the church the works On Modesty,
On Persecution, On Fasting, On Monogamy, six books On Ecstasy and a
seventh [added] which he composed Against Apollonius. He issaid to
have lived to avery old age and to have composed many worksw hich
arenot extant.

Response to M arcion®

5 Saint Jerome On Illustrious M en, trans. Thomas P. Halton (Fathers of the Church 100; Catholic University of

America Press, 1999), 74-6.
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Tertullian, On theFlesh of Christ (De Carne Christi), A.D. 207
Trans. P. HOLMES, Ante-Nicene Fathers: Vaume 3 (1885), pp. 521-542.

Chapter 4

Since, therefore, you donot reject the assumption of a body as impossible or as hazardousto the
character of God, it remainsfor you to repudiate and censure it asunworthy of Him. Come now,
beginning from the nativity itself, declaim against the undeanness of the generative elements
within the womb, the filthy concretion of fluid and blood, of the growth of the flesh for nine
months long out of that very mire. Describe the womb as it enlarges from day to day, heavy,
troublesome, restless even in sleep, changeful in its feelings of dislike and desire. Inveigh
now likewise against the shame itself of a woman in travail which, however, ought rather to
be honoured in consideration of that peril, or to be held sacred in respect of (the mystery of)
nature. Of course you are horrified also at the infant, which is shed into life with the
embarrassments which accompany it from the womb; you likewise, of course, loathe it even
after it is washed, when it is dressed out in its swaddling-clothes, graced with repeated
anointing, smiled on with nurse's fawns. This reverend course of nature, you, O Marcion, (are
pleased to) spit upon; and yet, in what way were you born? You detest a human being at his
birth; then after what fashion do you love anybody? Yourself, of course, you had no love of,
w hen you departed from the Church and the faith of Christ. But never mind, if you are not on
good termswith yourself, or even if youwereborninaway different from other people. Christ,
at any rate, has loved even that man who was condensed in his mother's womb amidst all its
uncleannesses, even that man who was brought into life out of the said womb, even that man
who wasnursed amidst the nurse's simpers. For his sake He came down (from heaven), for his
sake He preached, for his sake "He humbled Himself evenunto death-the death of the cross.”
He loved, of course, the being whom He redeemed at so great a cost. If Christ isthe Creator's
Son, it waswith justice that He loved His own (creature); if He comes from another god, His
lovewasexcessive, since Heredeemed abeingwho belonged to another. Well, then, loving man
Heloved hisnativity also, and his flesh aswell. Nothing can be loved apart from that through
which whatever exists has its existence. Either take away nativity, and then show us your man;
or else withdraw the flesh, and then present to our view the being whom God has redeemed-
since it is these very conditions which constitute the man whom God has redeemed. And are
you for turning these conditions into occasions of blushing to the very creature whom He has
redeemed, (censuring them), too, us unworthy of Him who certainly would not have
redeemed them had He not loved them? Our birth He reforms from death by a second birth
from heaven; our flesh He restores from every harassing malady; when leprous, He cleanses
it of the stain; when blind, He rekindles its light; when palsied, He renews its strength; when
possessed with devils, He exorcises it; when dead, He reanimates it,-then shall we blush to
own it? If, to be sure, He had chosen to be born of a mere animal, and were to preach the
kingdom of heaven invested with the body of a beast either wild or tame, your censure (|
imagine) would have instantly met Him with this demurrer: "This is disgraceful for God, and
this is unworthy of the Son of God, and simply foolish." For no other reason than because
one thus judges. It is of course foolish, if we are to judge God by our own conceptions. But,
Marcion, consider well this Scripture, if indeed you have not erased it: "God hath chosen the
foolish things of the world, to confound the wise." Now what are those foolish things? Are
they the conversion of men to the worship of the true God, the rejection of error, the whole
training in righteousness, chastity, mercy, patience, and innocence? These thingscertainly are
not "foolish." Inquire again, then, of what things he spoke, and when you imagine that you
havediscovered what they arewill you find anything to be so "foolish" asbelieving in a God
that hasbeen born, and that of avirgin, and of a fleshly nature too, who wallowed in all the
before-mentioned humiliations of nature? But some one may say, "These are not the foolish
things; they must be other thingswhich God has chosen to confound the wisdom of theworld."
And yet, according to the world'swisdom, it ismore easy to believe that Jupiter became a bull
oraswan, if welistentoMarcion, than that Christ really became aman.



Chapter 5

There are, to be sure, other things also quite as foolish (as the birth of Christ), which have
reference to the humiliations and sufferings of God. Or else, let them call a crucified God
"wisdom." But Marcion will apply the knife to this doctrine also, and even with greater
reason. For which Is more unworthy of God, which is more likely to raise a blush of shame,
that God should be born, or that He should die?that He should bear the flesh, or the cross? be
circumcised, or be crucified? be cradled, or be coffined? be laid in a manger, or in a tomb?
Talk of "wisdom!" You will show more of that if you refuse to believe this also. But, after all,
you will not be "wise" unless you become a "fool" to the world, by believing” the foolish
things of God." Have you, then, cut away all sufferings from Christ, on the ground that, as a
mere phantom, He was incapable of experiencing them? We have said above that He might
possibly have undergone the unreal mockeriesof an imaginary birth and infancy. But answer me
at once, you that murder truth: Wasnot God really crucified? And, havingbeenreally crucified,
did Henot really die? And, having indeed really died, did He not really rise again? Falsely
did Paul "determine to know nothing amongst us but Jesus and Him crucified; " falsely has he
impressed uponusthat Hewashuried; falsely inculcated that He rose again. False, therefore,
isour faith also. And all that we hope for from Christ will be a phantom. O thou most infamous
of men, who acquittest of all guilt the murderers of God! For nothing did Christ suffer from
them, if He really suffered nothing at all. Spare the whole world's one only hope, thou who
art destroying the indispensable dishonour of our faith Whatsoever is unworthy of God, is of
gain to me. | am safe, if | am not ashamed of my Lord. "Whosoever," says He, "shall be
ashamed of me, of him will | also be ashamed.” Other matters for shame find I none which
can prove me to be shameless in a good sense, and foolish in a happy one, by my own
contempt of shame. The Son of God was crucified; | am not ashamed because men must needs
be ashamed of it. And the Son of God died; it is by all means to be believed, because it is
absurd. And He was buried, and rose again; the fact is certain, because it is impossible. But
how will all thisbetrueinHim, if Hewasnot Himself true-if Hereally had not in Himself
that which might be crucified, might die, might be buried, and might rise again? | mean this
flesh suffused with blood, built up with bones, interwoven with nerves, entwined with veins, a
flesh which knew how to be born, and how to die, human without doubt, as born of a human
being. It will thereforebe mortal in Christ, because Christ isman and the Son of man. Elsewhy
isChrist man and the Son of man, if he hasnothing of man, and nothing from man? Unless it be
either that man is anything else than flesh, or man's flesh comes from any other source than
man, or Mary is anything else than a human being, or Marcion's man is as Marcion's god.
Otherwise Christ could not bedescribed asbeingman without flesh, nor the Son of man without
any human parent; just as He isnot God without the Spirit of God, nor the Son of God without
having God for His father. Thus the nature of the two substances displayed Him as man and
God,-in one respect born, in the other unborn; | in one respect fleshly in the other spiritual; in
one sense weak in the other exceeding strong; in on sense dying, in the other living. This
property of the two states-the divine and the human-isdistinctly asserted with equal truth of
both natures alike, with the same belief both in respect of the Spirit and of the flesh. The
powers of the Spirit, proved Him to be God, His sufferings attested the flesh of man. If His
powerswerenot without the Spirit in like manner, werenot Hissufferingswithout the flesh. if
Hisflesh with itssufferingswasfictitious, for the samereasonwasthe Spirit falsewith all its
powers. Wherefore halve Christ with alie? Hewaswholly the truth. Believe me, He chose
rather to be born, than in any part to pretend-and that indeed to His own detriment-that He
was bearing about a flesh hardened without bones, solid without muscles, bloody without
blood, clothed without the tunic of skin, hungry without appetite, eating without teeth,
speaking without a tongue, so that Hisword was a phantom to the ears through an imaginary
voice. A phantom, too, it was of course after the resurrection, when, showing His hands and
His feet for the disciples to examine, He said, "Behold and see that it is| myself, for a spirit
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have; " without doubt, hands, and feet, and bones are
not what a spirit possesses, but only the flesh. How do you interpret this statement, Marcion,
you who tell us that Jesus comes only from the most excellent God, who is both simple and



good? See how He rather cheats, and deceives, and juggles the eyes of all, and the senses of
all, as well as their access to and contact with Him! You ought rather to have brought Christ
down, not from heaven, but from some troop of mountebanks, not as God besides man, but
simply as a man, a magician; not as the High Priest of our salvation, but as the conjurer in a

show; not as the raiser of the dead, but as the misleader of the living,-except that, if He were a
magician, He must have had a nativity!



Tertullian

Tertullian, a 16th-century representation

Marcion




